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The discovery of gold in 1848 was a pivotal event in American history. The gold rush—which began in California and attracted over 300,000 prospectors from all over the country and abroad—
rejuvenated the landscape of the United States. There was gold to be found, and everyone
wanted a piece of it.
Among those who hoped to strike it rich were Maryland natives R.U. Darby and his nephew. In
1858, they purchased a plot of land in Colorado and immediately began digging. After several
weeks of labor, they came across a vein of gold. With this discovery, they quickly realized their
need for more adequate equipment. So they covered up their mine and headed home to seek
financial aid. Once they raised the funds needed, they purchased the necessary tools and machinery and had them transported to Colorado.
When the Darby’s arrived back at their mine, they picked up right where they left off. After
collecting a substantial amount of gold, they carted their findings to a nearby smelter, which
confirmed that they owned one of the richest mines in Colorado. Soon they’d be able to clear
their debts and make a profit.
But an unforeseen event occurred—the vein of gold stopped! And sadly—after several more
failed attempts to rediscover gold—so did their hope. Disheartened, they sold their land and
equipment to a local junkman for a mere two hundred dollars—enough money for them to board
the train home to Maryland.
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With his new purchase, the junkman brought in a mining engineer to inspect the land. Once
the land was thoroughly surveyed, it was found that the land still contained plenty of gold. The
engineer explained that the Darby’s had only come across a fault line, explaining why the gold
suddenly disappeared. He advised the junkman to keep digging, as another vein of gold would
be found just three feet away from where the Darby’s quit.
He was right.
The junkman dug three feet further and hit the jackpot! He cashed in where the Darby’s checked
out. They were so close but gave up too soon1.
We can learn from the Darbys’ mistake. Although we aren’t mining a plot of land, when it comes
to mining for hidden treasure within the Bible, many believers give up too soon. When reading
the Scripture becomes dull and boring, we can easily stop short of our greatest discoveries.
In regard to discovering treasure in the Word of God, the richest man in the Bible offered this
advice:
Good friend, take to heart what I’m telling you; collect my counsels and
guard them with your life. Tune your ears to the world of Wisdom; set
your heart on a life of Understanding. That’s right—if you make Insight
your priority, and won’t take no for an answer, searching for it like a prospector panning for gold, like an adventurer on a treasure hunt, believe
me, before you know it Fear-of-God will be yours; you’ll have come upon
the Knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:1–5 MSG)
The Bible contains the richest supply of gold. But the gold I’m referring to is not physical—the
type that thieves and robbers can steal. The gold I’m referring to is spiritual—wisdom, understanding, and revelatory insights. These are of greater value than precious stones.
Friend, it’s time to rethink our view of the Bible. In fact, it will profit us greatly if we read the Bible
as if we were searching for hidden treasure.
Let’s begin digging!

1 This story was shared in Napoleon Hill’s book, Think and Grow Rich, 1937
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“The Bible contains gold, and almost any one is willing to dig for gold,
especially if it is certain that he will find it. It is certain that one will find
gold in the Bible, if he digs.” –R.A. Torrey
Every treasure hunt is sparked by the prospect of reward. And just like R.A. Torrey asserted in the
opening quote—the Bible contains gold, and it is certain that one will find gold if he digs. That’s
because thoroughly exploring the depths of Scripture is an honorable and rewarding expedition.
As we mentioned in the previous chapter, the treasures we are searching for within the Bible are
wisdom, understanding, and revelatory insights. These jewels are to be carefully uncovered—for
the same diligence that is applied to searching for gold is the same diligence that must be applied to studying the Bible. As we can learn from nature, things of value are not easily acquired;
they require diligence to obtain them. God intentionally designed it that way because we’ll value
what we worked for.
With that in mind, I want to dig a little deeper. Let’s revisit the wisdom shared by Solomon:
Good friend, take to heart what I’m telling you; collect my counsels and
guard them with your life. Tune your ears to the world of Wisdom; set
your heart on a life of Understanding. That’s right—if you make Insight
your priority, and won’t take no for an answer, searching for it like a
prospector panning for gold, like an adventurer on a treasure hunt,
believe me, before you know it Fear-of-God will be yours; you’ll have
come upon the Knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:1–5 MSG)
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The wonderful result of searching the Word of God is the acquisition of the fear of the Lord—
which, ultimately, leads to gaining the intimate knowledge of God. In the quest for wisdom,
understanding, and revelatory insight, we discover the author and source of this wealth—the
Lord Himself.
Jesus explained, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these
are they which testify of Me. But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life” (John
5:39–40 NKJV).
The Word of God always points us to the God of the Word. That’s why we must know what we’re
looking for in our search for hidden treasure. Encountering God through His Word must be our
core motivation to study the Bible. Then we can grow closer to God through the study of His
Word. In light of this, A.W. Tozer shared, “One important point many fail to understand is that
the Bible was never meant to replace God; rather, it was meant to lead us into the heart of God.
Too many Christians stop with the text and never go on to experience the presence of God.”
Did you catch that? The text leads to the presence. That’s the gold we’re looking for! As you
mine the richest resource of all—God’s Word—you’ll discover the greatest treasure of all: God.
For our spiritual wealth is in Him, like hidden treasure waiting to be discovered—heaven’s wisdom and endless riches of revelation knowledge.
(Colossians 2:3 TPT)
God’s Word is inexhaustible. It contains endless riches of revelation knowledge. There’s so much
waiting to be discovered. In regard to the immeasurable wonder of God’s Word, Charles Spurgeon wrote, “All human books grow stale after a time—but with the Word of God, the desire to
study it increases; while the more you know of it, the less you think you know. The Book grows
upon you. As you dive into its depths, you have a fuller perception of the infinity which remains
to be explored.”
I hope by now you’re seeing that we’ve only scratched the surface of what is available to discover through God’s Word. At this point, we must not be content to splash around in shallow
waters—let’s plunge into the deep and lay hold of those things our eyes have not seen, our ears
have not heard, and that our hearts are yet to perceive.
If the deep frightens you, that’s okay! Just like the junkman who purchased the Darbys’ property
sought expert help, you too can receive help from the best. His name is the Holy Spirit—also
known as the Teacher.
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As you explore the infinite terrain of the Bible, expert help is available to you from the author
Himself—the Holy Spirit. In regard to His guidance, Jesus taught:
But when the truth-giving Spirit comes, He will unveil the reality of every
truth within you. He won’t speak His own message, but only what He
hears from the Father, and He will reveal prophetically to you what is to
come. He will glorify Me on the earth, for He will receive from Me what is
mine and reveal it to you. (John 16:13–14 TPT)
One of the primary ministries of the Holy Spirit is to teach and unveil truth to us. With the guidance of God’s Spirit, Bible study becomes fun and exciting—for He begins to show you things
that were previously hidden to you. That’s when the gold of the Word rises to the surface and
the pages come alive.
These discoveries are made known to us through revelation. Jesus taught, “[Things are hidden
temporarily only as a means to revelation.] For there is nothing hidden except to be revealed,
nor is anything [temporarily] kept secret except in order that it may be made known” (Mark 4:22
AMPC).
God has revelation in His Word that is hidden temporarily. And those who seek it will find it.
Revelation means “To lift the veil.” So, revelation doesn’t create anything—it uncovers what is
already there. That’s the whole nature and function of revelation—it simply reveals what is temporarily hidden. Revelation is the Holy Spirit making known to us what we do not know or could
not have known through our own natural senses.
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We see an example of this occur after the Lord’s resurrection. In Luke 24, we find the account
of two disciples walking along the road to Emmaus. Jesus joins them as they were discussing
the recent events of His crucifixion. While they expressed their disappointment and confusion
around what occurred, Jesus reorients their perspective by illuminating the Scriptures to them.
Luke’s account records, “Then beginning with Moses and [throughout] all the [writings of the]
prophets, He explained and interpreted for them the things referring to Himself [found] in all the
Scriptures” (Luke 24:27 AMP).
Jesus revealed to them things about Himself that were previous concealed from them, resulting
with each of them having an experience with God’s Word that they had not encountered before.
Because of this, they expressed, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the
road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32 NKJV).
That’s what is available to you and me. The Holy Spirit will give us experiences with God’s Word
that we’ve not experienced before. He’ll open the Word to us, and we’ll begin to see passages
and verses of Scripture differently. Passages and verses we’ve read numerous times will come
alive to us in a fresh and new way. We’ll actually become excited to read our Bible. It won’t be
something we feel obligated to do but, rather, it will be something we look forward to doing.
With the help of the Teacher, the Bible will never be the same again.
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Scripture is filled with types and symbols that contain more meaning than initially meets the eye.
At first glance, these precious truths can often be overlooked because of passages that appear
obscure, boring, or irrelevant. Without this understanding, deeper truths will remain concealed
within parables, genealogies, and so much more! Even details such as building materials, numbers, and colors are all significant.
The study of types is referred to as typology. A type is a representation of a person, thing, event,
place, and action that represents something else. Merriam-Webster defines a type as, “a person
or thing (as in the Old Testament) believed to foreshadow another (as in the New Testament).”
A symbol is something that stands for something else. For example, the emblem of an eagle is
symbolic of the United States.
Although this method of study has been greatly abused and overused by some, that does not
negate the fact that typology is indeed an effective Bible study method—a method which both
Jesus and Paul were very fond of. By no means do I count myself an expert in typology, but I do
find it fascinating, and I hope you will too. The Bible truly is a masterpiece. There’s so much to
explore and discover.
Now let’s examine a sample of ways types and symbols are used throughout the Bible.
PEOPLE, THINGS, AND EVENTS AS TYPES AND SYMBOLS OF JESUS

Types and symbols of Jesus can be found all through the Bible. One of the most prominent
“types” of Christ was Moses—whose life was symbolic of the mission and ministry of Jesus. God
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sent Moses to redeem His people from Egyptian bondage, just like Jesus was sent to redeem
humanity. Egypt is a “type” of the world system. Pharaoh is a “type” of the devil and his task
masters are “types” of demons.
Moses delivered God’s chosen people out of Egyptian bondage—again, much like Jesus did, as
“He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son
of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians
1:13–14 NKJV).
In relation to Jesus, Moses prophesied, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like
me from your midst, from your brethren” (Deuteronomy 18:15 NKJV). This is confirmed by both
Peter (Acts 3:22), and Stephen (Acts 7:37).
Paul also contrasted the life of Moses with the life of Jesus: “Moreover, brethren, I do not want
you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was
Christ” (1 Corinthians 10:1–4 NKJV).
The exodus parallels our salvation experience—for we came out of darkness and into God’s kingdom. As redeemed children of God, we now belong to Him. And just like the children of Israel
were guided by the cloud by day and pillar of fire by night, we are led forth by God’s abiding
presence.
Furthermore, the writer of Hebrews shared, “And so, dear brothers and sisters who belong to
God and are partners with those called to heaven, think carefully about this Jesus whom we declare to be God’s messenger and High Priest. For He was faithful to God, who appointed Him,
just as Moses served faithfully when he was entrusted with God’s entire house. But Jesus deserves far more glory than Moses, just as a person who builds a house deserves more praise than
the house itself. For every house has a builder, but the one who built everything is God. Moses
was certainly faithful in God’s house as a servant. His work was an illustration of the truths God
would reveal later. But Christ, as the Son, is in charge of God’s entire house. And we are God’s
house, if we keep our courage and remain confident in our hope in Christ” (Hebrews 3:1–6 NLT).
So we see clearly from multiple sources that Moses was indeed a type of Christ. There are many
other examples of people in the Bible whose life was a type and shadow of Christ. For the sake
of time, I’ll only name and reference a sample of them, and you can further explore these references for yourself. The list below is not an exhaustive list, but it will get you started on the path
of discovering Christ in the Bible.
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•

Adam, the first man (Romans 5:14; 1 Corinthians 15:45)

•

Melchizedek, King of Salem (Genesis 14:18–20; Hebrews 4:16)

•

Abraham, the father of faith (Genesis 17:5; Ephesians 3:15)

•

Joseph (Genesis 50:19–20)

•

Aaron, the Priest (Exodus 28:1, Hebrews 5:4–5, Leviticus 16:15, Hebrews 9:7, 24)

•

King David (2 Samuel 8:15; Ezekiel 37:24; Psalms 89:19–20; Philippians 2:9)

•

Jonah the Prophet (Jonah 1:17; Matthew 12:40)

Then there are things in the Bible that were types and symbols of Jesus. Again, this is not an
exhaustive list, but it will help get you started.
•

Noah’s Ark (Genesis 7:16; 1 Peter 3:20–21)

•

The Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:16; Psalms 40:8; Isaiah 42:6)

•

The Brazen Serpent (Numbers 21:9; John 3:14–15)

•

The Brazen Altar (Exodus 27:1–2; Hebrews 13:10)

•

The Golden Candlestick (Exodus 25:31; John 8:12)

•

The Mercy Seat (Exodus 25:17–22; Romans 3:25; Hebrews 4:16)

•

The Golden Altar (Exodus 40:5, 26–27; Revelation 8:3; Hebrews 13:5)

•

The Scapegoat (Leviticus 16:20–22; Isaiah 53:6, 12)

•

Jacob’s Ladder (Genesis 28:12; John 1:51)

•

The Tabernacle (Exodus 40:2, 34; Hebrews 9:11; Colossians 2:9)

•

The Table of Show Bread (Exodus 25:23–30; John 1:16; John 6:48)

•

The Temple (1 Kings 6:1, 38; John 2:19–21)

•

The Tree of Life (Genesis 2:9; John 1:4; Revelation 22:2)

And finally, here is a sample of events that were types and symbols of Jesus.
•

First-fruits offering (Exodus 22:29; 1 Corinthians 15:20)

•

The Day of Atonement Sacrifices (Leviticus 16:15–16; Hebrews 9:12, 24)

•

The Burnt Offering (Leviticus 1:2, 4; Hebrews 10:10)

•

The Sin Offering (Leviticus 4:2–3, 12; Hebrews 13:11–12)

•

The Peace Offerings (Leviticus 3:1; Ephesians 2:14, 16)

•

The Trespass Offering (Leviticus 6:1–7; Isaiah 53:10)

As you can see from the sample above, the Bible is full of types and symbols of Jesus. You’ll
discover them in a variety of places, people, numbers, and things. If you’re interested in reading
more, Dwight L. Moody’s book How to Study the Bible is a great place to start.
The most important rule to remember when applying typology is to allow Scripture to interpret
Scripture. Only then we’ll safeguard from error or extremes.
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HIDDEN MESSAGES

Another fun facet about the Bible are the hidden messages that can be found within its pages.
In his insightful book Cosmic Codes: Hidden Messages from the Edge of Eternity2, Dr. Chuck
Missler wrote, “It comes as no surprise that there are numerous hidden messages in the Bible,
and one of the most remarkable is found in Genesis chapter 5. This is one of those chapters
which we often tend to skim over quickly as we pass through Genesis; after all, it’s only a genealogy of ten people, from Adam to Noah.”
In that genealogy, there are ten Hebrew names recorded: Adam, Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel,
Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, and Noah. Each of these names mean something symbolic.
The table below provides greater clarity.
Hebrew

English

Adam

Man

Seth

Appointed

Enosh

Mortal

Kenan

Sorrow

Mahalalel

The Blessed God

Jared

Shall come down

Enoch

Teaching

Methuselah

His death shall bring

Lamech

The despairing

Noah

Rest, or comfort

Something very interesting occurs when we combine the meanings of each name; we discover a
summary of God’s plan for redemption hidden within a genealogy. Together, they read: Man (is)
appointed mortal sorrow (but) the Blessed God shall come down, teaching (that) his death shall
bring the despairing rest.
Wow! Is that mere coincidence? Or intentional design by God Himself? I think you know the
answer. This is just one of many instances where this occurs.

2 COSMIC CODES, Copyright © 1999 by Koinonia House, revised 2004.
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hen we begin to discover hidden treasure like this within God’s Word, there’s no questioning its divine origin. When we read through the Bible as if we are on a treasure hunt,
we’ll discover gold in the most unlikely places. That’s been my desire with writing this

mini-book—that you’ll rediscover the wonder of God’s Word and reignite your passion for it. As
you continue mining through Scripture, may the Lord reveal Himself to you in a powerful way!
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